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PRESIDENT'S NOTE 
 

Dear WHS Families, 
 
We’re in this together. It’s with kindness 
and patience that our supportive WHS 
community will get through these 
uncertain times with flying colors.  
 
Here are some important messages and links sent to our WPS 
community regarding COVID-19: 
  
Keeping WPS Schools Safe & Open: A Collective Responsibility 
Our goal is to keep our students and staff safe and keep our schools open, 
and we are collectively responsible for making that happen. The motto of 
"personal responsibility" only works for our schools if taking personal 
responsibility means protecting those around us.  
 
Reminder, it is masks on, over the nose and mouth, at all times unless 
you are actively eating. There is no flexibility on this expectation. 
 
ALL positive COVID-19 test results should now be submitted via this 
form (regardless of whether the test was taken at home or through a clinic). 

This is required to determine your student’s clearance date for returning to 
school.  
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 You do not need to contact our school nurse.  
 Please remember to report your student absent as you normally would 

(whsabsentline@winchesterps.org)  

 
While CDC isolation guidance for COVID-19 has been shortened to 5 days if 
you never had symptoms or if symptoms have resolved, it is your 
responsibility to monitor your students and keep them home longer to recover, 
if needed. Please do not send your child to school if they have any symptoms 
of being sick. 
 
Please take advantage of the free and convenient weekly safety check 
testing available to ALL students and staff. These are PCR tests. This 
process is different from standard pooled testing because retesting happens 
immediately if needed without the collection of another sample. 
Parents/Caregivers must enroll their student(s). More details here   
    
Test and Stay: If your child is not vaccinated, and you have not already done 
so, you can find more information about and sign your student up for test and 
stay here.  
 
Please note that DESE (Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education) is not allowing structured remote learning programs: if 
we are faced with staffing shortages and/or extraordinarily high case counts, 
our only option will be to cancel school in the same way we do for snow days - 
any days canceled will be added to the end of the school year to meet the 
state-required 180 student days.   
  
Quick Links: 

 IF YOUR STUDENT IS SICK AND NEEDS A TEST, PLEASE DO NOT SEND 
THEM TO SCHOOL. CALL YOUR DOCTOR OR GO 

TO winchester.us/testing  
 WPS COVID-19 Protocols 
 WPS Testing Program  
 WPS COVID Dashboard 
 Email Winhomezoom@winchesterps.org for resources for students 

in isolation or quarantine  
 Town of Winchester COVID Page (includes guidance on what to do if 

test positive or if have been exposed to someone with COVID-19)  
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The first WHS PFA meeting of 2022 is on Monday, January 24

th
 at 7pm at 

WHS. Mr. Mahoney will give school updates and answer questions.   
 
Stay well and as always, please reach out with any ideas or questions! 
(whspfa@gmail.com) 
  
Abbie DiMatteo & Brenda Mandile, Co-Chairs  

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.” – Margaret Mead  

 

THE MASKED WHS STAFFER Week #18! 
 

 

 

1.What high school did you go to? Bishop 
Connolly High School in Fall River, MA.   
2.What was your favorite subject in high 
school?  Science, of course. AP Bio, 
specifically.   
3.What sport and/or extracurricular were 
you involved in high school? I played 
baseball and track.   
4.What is one of your hidden talents? I 
play guitar.   
5.Favorite Movie/Book/Band/Food? 
Movie: so tough to choose! Normally I 
would say Jaws, but right now I'll pick 
any Star Wars movie since I am having so 
much fun watching (and re-watching) 
them with my son. Book: The Eight by 
Katherine Neville. It was the first book I 
ever read that blended history with fiction 
and I found myself looking things up 
constantly (in an actual encyclopedia, of 
course, as this was before the Internet!) to 
see if they were true, or could have been 
true. Band: Dave Matthews Band. Food: 
My mother's clam boil (full of steamers, 
hot dogs, Portuguese sausage...mmm).   
6.Is there a quote or saying that you live 
your life by?   Never waste an experience 
by not learning from it. I don't know where 
I heard it or who may have said it, but I 
think it's a great motto.   
*Don't forget to scroll all the way down to 



find out who this is! 
 

 

 

  

WHS IMPORTANT DATES - MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

Click here for District School Calendar  

 

 

 

TUE 1/11 - School Committee Meeting at 6 PM via Wincam  

 

MON 1/17 - No School  
 

MON 1/24 - Quarter 3 begins, PFA Meeting - 7PM @ WHS  

 

TUE 1/25 - Early Release  
 

 

 

  

IMPORTANT COVID INFORMATION! 

Any families can click here to get information on the WPS COVID Protocols.  
 

 If your student has tested positive for COVID-19 with a home antigen 
self test, please fill out this form. In that way, you will receive guidance 
on isolation and return to school protocols. This will notify our Nurse’s 
Office, so they can begin their process. You do not need to send a 
separate email to the nurses; filling out the form will suffice. This 
link will take you through what to do next.   

 We also ask that you/your student notify your student’s 
teachers, guidance counselor and coaches/activity advisors that 
they will be out, so they can keep up with school work (as they 
feel up to it). Students should see this link for their 
responsibilities while absent  

 

 Weekly COVID Testing: This is still happening at WHS and we strongly 
encourage participation. Weekly safety checks are meant to identify 
those asymptomatic but positive individuals. The goal is to remove 
them from the school and community population so that they do not 
spread COVID to others. Students who are enrolled can pick up take-
home tests on Monday by 3:00pm at the Nurse’s Office and return 
them on Tuesday by 11:00am to the green bin right outside the Main 
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Office. This testing is different from the pool testing we did last year. 
This year's model of weekly safety checks is reflexive, meaning that the 
sample is immediately retested when part of a positive pool. You can 
get more detailed information about it here. Students can still sign up to 
participate here.  

 

 Test and Stay: If you are not vaccinated, and have not already done 
so, you can find more information about and sign your student up for 
test and stay here.  

 

 Please remember to monitor your student(s) for symptoms and keep 
your student(s) home if they show any symptoms or are not feeling well 

(Daily Symptom Checker).   
 

There is NO shame in being COVID positive but we must follow the guidelines 
and expectations to make sure that all of us are safe to be in school and safe 
to be around others. We appreciate your support and understanding as we 
navigate through this current situation. We thank you for all your efforts to 
keep yourself and others safe and healthy (mask up!). 
 

Stay safe. 
 

Mr. Mahoney, Ms. Conis, Mr. Dupuis and Ms. Paradis 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XxtcCxcwwki3HyDFwhZGyTxqY6HsHQqscJRfXxUe83catls5XdarP5YJEVY0sxrYCQ-cBQT07W1tlv2tSTwSUrWpKIcb8gESRSbA7h3N0QqW4LKRGofSWCjhUF-y4XEUJLev-L1Hkzf1uvkwXUoJftFbPRNGWUZuwW2Dn0fkN_HaXgDOrgiADZb95VzUqZp-TvIHiacwALtRDPRotXaef_C1fZszIR5N1JH_myR1Z-5Sta8psLw5CWFG2C-Q_qY2mI-jmg-tkp-tvvkpxzgMAwgV_RmdTXEgdRpzNF91kSaairLI5Z0i-DeDMkn3bN5UJKRG4Wy6712oBQ_SDJVIv6fDpuFSCsk-RSRxqbaUkEc6E5gxl4-Yr68abJ-x2aAlNe1DlWbpzg9iSPk06EJnQaw__bqMsEC03_apIitTIrnRiNxg9AQArtRj8gNWOlSDMuS8sYBr_8Bf7fZbgjuHIGtz268UKrrtxqiTPDonAvYSHeIlOUnO0amCjIMaW6tDc0DwHpzb3xNdXzhCY8wYbVlzEX456TpoYzPtSZhiMf5CsleoPnWHS2xlIiHhVaXSdyw0Dw7EA1XjvCJlJUbfazvxSxM79S8zvvRkMqqZLwUZq6MCtUQmGnAXUyUe23t-4VqHHuNuHoRFRuCGrEnvweYV2qz9Ve_NkbLhBOqXHdVjVeHXygtZ64y861ucBcg-hcz2U_wDuvN9CXWCHOmns9vrPCmZwyWznku9yfJGCHM=&c=6urdgcZTIFAjitTbfApUsxNolx7OPjlj1AJWzZeYomivaiPwh4IwTA==&ch=XF2HyQaWkBoyZaShSkYOzguJ1PXYvYKnVq8bcex5Bk01NfvOYRZ3OQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XxtcCxcwwki3HyDFwhZGyTxqY6HsHQqscJRfXxUe83catls5XdarP5YJEVY0sxrY0BwbSxBluVg2qC6iFcGrniWVs5FGVEcY5_ToWkrFY32uHMhAYc8Efl8NdGw5wMmJZHcRhe3X37kvep9GVTAPPChxQHMZwf_uTok_xqACjcwUW95lluCmhL3aIuQGM2vzxSmgYENCLWE-lI5Sd2VgL2NnhIMEkXRPNK9ESqeilyA=&c=6urdgcZTIFAjitTbfApUsxNolx7OPjlj1AJWzZeYomivaiPwh4IwTA==&ch=XF2HyQaWkBoyZaShSkYOzguJ1PXYvYKnVq8bcex5Bk01NfvOYRZ3OQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XxtcCxcwwki3HyDFwhZGyTxqY6HsHQqscJRfXxUe83catls5XdarP5YJEVY0sxrY0wSiaEs3hn0JkV7BKzGbh9VtH3Vhwbcg85c_Gq-5Ti0saUzLoJRwG3uJtbRmDasuX-TY7FcAJdU6_vMnPijes-8sNGaGSIkUoDcHFGAZC0txLl2naBf4PDVTWJSbpagJPvI_SSBGZuKwk5F1hoFEI5KPOEyJdgAkycmznHYGEFyKHn31T9PYjdye5sSTaHNnhQGuwbsAcTbr1RA_G89T6CvdNvSERyZ7RMWRwTOxbuflUNgqvE8T9K5eX3tqEr0pVvgJcfvT66d7q9mQ4PFTyvk_bbvuOJm_beazlw_XL64gNij9rFdp3sRhfRqHUEOsCQiU9dAlwIOLwu8Z6RaZ0yuQavAcZXgPpOvODGvHMfW2DrB1coDV3-Qtx8duyO-pAfXQVZuGVGTGQR6b4ZeqNUbQb_UvUrkr16X2kW7NuqFEjStQ9stTm6C2lejKIzsHgzKev6Cutqw9K9cDg834QfZrLqziXy1bpobYoJOwH2NTeyyBk02u2sDv20Wo5C3eau3JLfgeh9MvFiehdUmm_cMbvLBSMI3C8u5wBBLzL_SenL3xuBwVryEdYTiAZ2Quo6fCHUj71fbdgboHNbjZI-n4xw_xtacRjEQF8CKjjbBUrN-3cVrGFaktiKwvT5NCvZZBaDz3kfZTiv3dB8gfRPPPuyys1-EzhFxsk79w3GPlT31tnL9Cgg==&c=6urdgcZTIFAjitTbfApUsxNolx7OPjlj1AJWzZeYomivaiPwh4IwTA==&ch=XF2HyQaWkBoyZaShSkYOzguJ1PXYvYKnVq8bcex5Bk01NfvOYRZ3OQ==
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Important tools to limit the spread of COVID, and especially important to 
protect vulnerable members of our community: 

  GET A BOOSTER SHOT IF QUALIFY!  
  WEAR A MASK: effective way to stop the spread of COVID.  

 It is strongly advised that everyone wear masks indoors in public 
settings. 

  STAY HOME IF SICK: Stay away from others and if test positive, 
notify your close contacts. 

  TEST: Before gathering with friends and family, traveling, or if you 
have symptoms. Go to an official testing site or take a home test. 
(Note: Home tests have limitations. For school attendance purposes, 
official testing site results are required when students/staff are showing 
symptoms of COVID-19). 

  
We all need to remain vigilant. Take personal responsibility.  

Protect our community. 
www.winchester.us/COVID 

 

 

 

  

NEWS FROM WHS GUIDANCE 

 

The Winter issue of the WHS Guidance newsletter is available for  
download on the WHS Guidance website.   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XxtcCxcwwki3HyDFwhZGyTxqY6HsHQqscJRfXxUe83catls5XdarP7GBbebVMt2SUhFqcWnZQBLMKAyaBtoP4ee6Y0P3FP_ORW_h2VwMhmMTDFSRf4qxkMoUotMSbYAYOep0r3nStu8C_h98-z9Jd6OmcX5H6HmrjuwFql1Ilf8roLhcVXEtG4ccAiAOkeT1sxGpz65cXohhK_8Kg5diSvfZNIZLL6UGIpIqipqqxEzdUISu6d1l-6dG499tQRKwsIWeWk1dFBcHu8ILaaIPaqbCaUZR4oY_jf-HRFcaxddt5q8um9VVyoaZwtPO_Qbhobp2aw6Bz9YxOPbH6fg_qk00YZYikTKpNI0Pbgp8YCkGTkBH0gfH92HnKkYeSfkikLt3el0eP3O16zAuEfhnefU0_U44gUG13Y8CzpQx198UYHuUVO70lFgPXJTZ6ttfD0RtwXncbK5-wkhmDl7k13izNp44oBb7z7vfHXnJK5AMoNqumanMcJUIAYR_Rngb_A57cmMUkiK_7KEQXQ7Kzk8GstGu-nyRBxXCVVCYSExbTEwcP2xVTAeGo3b88hcvE4grEXGFSqQBwnqE1ED9XiHcd9_AFx-9u6tV-ousl3wxILL8G5giKT04YpHp7lStg-5WM1HHg8mRHTh-wO6DwagdS_TiEWTf&c=6urdgcZTIFAjitTbfApUsxNolx7OPjlj1AJWzZeYomivaiPwh4IwTA==&ch=XF2HyQaWkBoyZaShSkYOzguJ1PXYvYKnVq8bcex5Bk01NfvOYRZ3OQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XxtcCxcwwki3HyDFwhZGyTxqY6HsHQqscJRfXxUe83catls5XdarP5YJEVY0sxrY52MRQ5RuMgq-VmOgwhXEr6gc3G-Vi0ZpGrF8FXOz3DB2ljFF0rz_qau0_mz9imZQwPRJaySYYfqEP6P-bF0ql6G9EPMzWhH_LA4IDOiAQNbN2qXAETXanBXbTHFFFFGurWIVy7tgCyOLXhsBdU_XJ4SuNWM4KI22bHEF3RQkoeg=&c=6urdgcZTIFAjitTbfApUsxNolx7OPjlj1AJWzZeYomivaiPwh4IwTA==&ch=XF2HyQaWkBoyZaShSkYOzguJ1PXYvYKnVq8bcex5Bk01NfvOYRZ3OQ==


 

Please see your student's counselor directly with any questions. 
 

Standardized Testing Information Night Wednesday 

January 12th Virtual - 6:30-7:30 PM 

 

This virtual workshop offered in conjunction with Revolution Prep will help 
students and families to interpret scores and identify next steps for 

standardized test planning including differences between the  
ACT and SAT format and concludes with a Q&A session.  

 

Students and parents/guardians are encouraged to attend.  
The presentation will be recorded and posted on the Guidance website  

for those who are unable to attend. 
 

 

 

  

ENKA FAIR THEME & DIGITAL POSTER CONTEST 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XxtcCxcwwki3HyDFwhZGyTxqY6HsHQqscJRfXxUe83catls5XdarP5YJEVY0sxrYzVxaGa5a0yE0HYAe2QFDI0lNLo2_TEqj0h4MayftSg56mccuh4ssM_EsHYTuFCIGuVcPRf6AW6xAZbUo1yXBl9gWydu1-I6qf3H_iCWNqKlhFIU8CTOT8Mnr0G7S_ZKzMDKRv0ocf-YD3kCfLdMrEQJKWpGrm15NE78cOpIjJniXkCjgoT_Jscz1RrG8d6Cc4z22ChhXtzKI79dION_EFEK9bA2i8RWVxIKSs8VjnaHdhNfwMh9QCnFqjV6BiOBtxClj1VWQNT2saip127B-ieRttm4P7PFV08JlqczKFScPGOhWpoG2TqO4RU0Y77aJbv18HYat_x96hCugsKY3jZlFT5DYNfiKLOESlHtTWALtgQDWv-jijEl1Gwzen3kTr-S9Tx4jsWGow0qL9IDbaI02IGeuKSsr2JaxDoA8tQzPYNP5zDMr_ttIE36DiF11Ml_nAoh8I5QkxIysX_4_q_2eQP8iK0nn-hV3h5YSUCedNdlMD7O1QubUz-vs9-_P0Y1FHEToK9x0m_mLsIMZlJ1WO0X6TFO9w-LlJ2IM5u_SmAEk5qnPeEiyKtvwHjGjVbiEdb3FXKMYtc53EByiTt6wHYQkc-NJgnIskh1QSzFkzhgB_GV1c3_S_espSQ361pomXJgrSXZiEW6xG56QcGWsQNw7Qi0zA89BcKezy46-sh8IwMhTqawiZ2K7ujO7WYCBYLp3WidQRCVo_voAc1yDiUgoh1xtALLveQHnGOT5zIpiW-caTW77Q7PVp0dRS8pfF7LyTOA=&c=6urdgcZTIFAjitTbfApUsxNolx7OPjlj1AJWzZeYomivaiPwh4IwTA==&ch=XF2HyQaWkBoyZaShSkYOzguJ1PXYvYKnVq8bcex5Bk01NfvOYRZ3OQ==
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